Citizens of
the World
Charter
School -
Hollywood

Back to School Bulletin, Part 1 August 16, 2011

Hello Everyonel

While I've been in communication with many of you, both returning and new
families, it is great to send out our first official Back to School Bulletin for the
2011-2012 School Year! We're thrilled to almost be at the start of what will be a
fantastic year. From speaking to many of you on the phone, through email and
at summertime park playdates, | know many families share that excitement and
are eager to getinto the school year routine. Hopefully this initial bulletin
will help to answer questions you might have and clarify what the start of school
will look like. This Bulletin will be followed by a second one during the last week of
August. Between the two, you'll have all the information, forms and such to be
prepared for September 7th, our first day of schooll!

In addition to laying out important information about school, | wanted to
update you on things that have happened between the end of last school year and now. Most
significantly, we are growing info a much-expanded space! Clearly, to house what will now be 189
students in our K-2 school, we were given an increased number of classrooms. In addition to the 9
classrooms (3 per grade level), Le Conte has offered several additional rooms for our use this coming year,
resulting in extra rooms for Art, Music, and ASP. This will likely be our last year with a surplus of space, but
we're happy to begin the process of expanding into the entire second floor and enjoying extra rooms for
the 11-12 year. Above all, it's important to note, again, how gracious Le Conte's Principal, Jack Foote, has
been in lefting us have access to exira space — another great testament to our positive relationship as co-
locators on this campus. With additional space, lots of work has been done to start prepping new
classrooms. More work will confinue to take place, some of which we look forward to accomplishing at
the August 28" work party. Details about this event are below. If you are in town and able to join, please
come for what will be a fun and productive Sunday of gefting our school ready for Year 2.

At the end of last year, we had introduced all of our new Lead Teachers. Also, we have hired a number
of new Teaching Assistants and After School Program staff, all of which will be important additions to
helping us execute a stellar program at CWC. You will get an opportunity to meet these people on the First
Day of School. We will also be publishing bios of our entire staff to the staff page of our welbsite soon - so
please take a look in a week’s time to learn more about our fantastic team.

In the meantime, enjoy pouring over the details and join me in getting excited for September 7. We
know this is an exciting time for families, especially for those children who are starting Kindergarten. For all,
we look forward to making this important transition back to school a smooth one.

With care,
Marissa Berman, Founding Principal




General Information about our
After School Program:

Gloria Bigelow

The ASP program will
begin on Monday, September 12! - please note, it
will not yet be in operation during the first three
days.

ASP enrichment classes

* The FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL is Wednesday,
September 7th and will run from 8:30 — 1:30.
* The first three days of school will be early
dismissal (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)
with school ending at 1:30 all three days.

* School will always begin at 8:30 AM, with
drop-off to classrooms starting at 8:15.

* On Monday, September 12, we will begin
our regular weekly schedule where school
days on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays run from 8:30 to 3:15

* All Wednesdays are early-release days
where schools runs from 8:30 — 1:30.

* ASP and Morning Care will begin on Sept.
12 tool!

UPCOMING
CWC WORK

Sunday, August 28th
from 1to 6 pm




THE INTRODUCTION OF MORNING CARE AT CWC:

For those really in need of an earlier drop-off to school, we have been working hard to develop a
Morning Care program. While the details are still being determined, we wanted to share the
following:

< Morning Care will be available from 7:45 to 8:15, Monday through Friday, for the price of $5.00 per
morning. At 8:15, students who have participated in Morning Care will fransition to their classrooms
for the start of the day. For those who qualify, reduced or free access to this program is available.

% This program is for families who have no other optfion and cannot drop their child off during the
regular period of 8:15-8:30. We will have one staff member dedicated to running a mellow but
lovely AM program, with basic activity stations set up for students who are there. With only one
person staffing this program, we need to restrict it, however, to those families who really need it.

% For families coming anyfime from 7:45-8:15, you will have to park and walk your child to the
Morning Care room. Please note, Le Conte’s start time is at 7:49, so this block of time on Bronson
can be crowded and might affect those parking spots closest to our entrance. However, the
Bronson Gate will be left open during this period of fime, to make it easy for those Morning Care
families to bring their children into school.

Swift Drop-Off, which will start on the first full week of school, will not be affected by the addition of
this new program. Swift Drop-Off, starfing on September 12, will always start af 8:15 by the
Bronson Gate so that all students can be in class on time at 8:30. Generally, to deal with the influx
of more students coming fo school, we will have additional volunteers and TA's helping out at
Swift Drop Off each morning.




Parents should walk their children into school after parking on Bronson or another
close-by street like La Mirada, Fountain, Sunset or Santa Monica. Remember: there
is no parking at all on campus due to there not even being enough spaces for staff
memobers, so please help us by parking on the street. Thank you.

Parking might be tight around the neighborhoods, so please allow for enough time
so that you are able to drop your child off by 8:30.

To help ensure a smooth transition, we'll ask that parents walk their child to their
Gentle Beginnings classroom but not linger in saying good-bye on the first day of
school. In fact, we'd suggest preparing your child, as much as possible, for a short
and sweet goodbye. Staff will be there to greet them and bring them into the
classroom space.

We will have a CWC Parent Coffee (with bagels!) taking place just after child drop-
off on the picnic tables from 8:40 — 9:30. Feel free to stay, chat and meet others if
you are able. We hope that this will allow for parents to feel like they don’t have to
rush off quickly while still saying making the good-bye to their own child short and
sweet.

Teachers will be supplying a list of requested classroom supplies we'd like for each
child to bring in. These lists will come out in our second Back to School Bulletin. We
suggest waiting to bring classroom supplies until the second week of school when
your child’s class placement has been set.

Students should be able to carry their own bag, lunch or other light personal
belongings (jacket, etc.) into the school building.

Hot lunch will be available as well for those who need or have already signed up.
Please bring your child to school with a snack, whether they are eating hot lunch or
not. Although we will have some emergency snack on hand for this first week, we
will be asking families to provide this. We want to make sure all students have
enough food to fuel their energy for the whole day.

Pick-up at 1:30 will be at the Bronson Gate at the end of the CWC walkway!!

Our Gentle Beginnings Start




2011-2012
School Calendar

Parent volunteering and the first week/month of school:

| know the first day of school is a transition for all, especially for Kindergartners and their
parents. To make sure everyone knows what to expect, here is what we ask from you to make
the first day run smoothly. When you arrive, please walk your child to their classroom, take a
few minutes to look around, help your child put their items away in their cubby, give them a hug
and kiss goodbye and leave them in the hands of a very loving and nurturing Lead Teacher and
Teaching Assistant who is eager to welcome your child to school.

In an effort to ease the separation, we ask that you do not linger and wait inside the
classroom, especially during the Gentle Beginnings days. Throughout the year we will be
asking (perhaps begging and pleading!) for your help in the classroom, but for the first few
weeks we need to build our classroom communities and establish agreements and procedures
with our students. Thus, as much as we desperately need your help and LOVE your time in the
classroom, parent volunteers will not be invited to help inside the classroom until after Back to
School Night. We will be asking for a variety of parent volunteers at Back to School Night, so
get ready for the begging and pleading to start then!




